Partner-Assisted Scanning Flipbook (with core board):
Description:
A flipbook to provide a basic structure for communicating for a variety of purposes, including wants, feelings, comments,
telling and asking questions through the alternative access modality of partner-assisted scanning. Use the attached quick
guide from Project Core for guidance on using partner-assisted scanning.
•

Control Symbols include: That’s it (YES), Not that (NO), Something Different (Another Choice), and Use Core board

•

The 36 Core Board from Project Core is included to offer more language. Other core boards could be used.

•

Blank flipbook pages are included in the template to customize with additional vocabulary, as needed.

A primary benefit of this tool is to equip communication partners with a structure for modeling language for a variety of
reasons, and to begin to identify specific vocabulary needed to customize a robust system for an individual.

Materials:

Tools:
Scissors

Template: https://rebrand.ly/PASflipbook

Laminator

Implementation Handouts from Project Core (attached): http://www.project-core.com/quick-reference/
•

Communicating Yes/No

•

Partner-Assisted Scanning

11, 3 mil lamination pouches (+ more for custom pages)
3 ring binder
2, 6” x 11” adhesive carpet tiles (available at Amazon.com)
10+ rough Velcro® dots

Assembly Instructions:
1. Laminate all flipbook pages and core board (if using).
2. Cut out flipbook pages. Do NOT cut off the gray bar at the top of each page. This space is for binding the
pages. Trim close the edge so the pages and tabs stack and flip easily; do NOT leave a white margin.
3. Hole punch, stack in order, and bind flipbook pages in binder.
4. Adhere 1 carpet tile block to each inside cover of the binder. This is to store the core board and control
symbols.
5. Cut out control symbols: yes, no, another choice, more words. Trim edges of core board. Add rough Velcro® to
all pieces. Place on carpet tile blocks.
*Bonus tip: to set up the binder as a tri-board when opened, clip an elastic headband in one ring of the
binder and wrap around the edges. The elastic allows you to position as needed, and keeps the sides
propped open without sliding.
To Use:
1. Model the tool by talking to the individual for a variety of purposes. Start at the beginning, and speak aloud as
you follow the tabs, to generate your message. This teaches that communication happens for a variety of
purposes, models a variety of vocabulary, fosters understanding and meaningful engagement, and provides
social interaction opportunities.
2. Determine what the individuals affirmation / rejection response looks like for each interaction. Refer to the
attached quick guides from Project Core to use partner-assisted scanning.
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Partner-assisted Scanning
Importance
Partner-assisted scanning is appropriate to consider for all students who have complex bodies and
limited use of their hands for pointing. Partner-assisted scanning reduces the physical demands of
access to the greatest extent possible and allows students to focus more on the act of communicating.

How does it work?
A partner identifies that the student has something to say, and points to and says the name of each
symbol, moving from left to right. The partner identifies and responds to a student’s individualized way
of indicating a selection (i.e., “that’s the one I want”). Students may communicate this using a single
message voice output device, a body movement, a vocalization or any other means. Students must be
taught and have ample opportunity to practice. The partner starts the scan on the first page/location
on the system or jumps to a specific page if a likely message is predicted.

How long do you wait after presenting each symbol?
The partner must provide sufficient time for the student to indicate a symbol selection. For some
students, as few as 3-5 seconds may be sufficient, but for many others allowing 20-30 seconds will be
best. This means the partner says and points to the first word, then silently counts for the appropriate
number of seconds while watching closely for the student to indicate a selection.

1-step selection approach

2-step selection approach

The partner is in control of the pace of the scan.
The partner recognizes that the student has
something to say and then turns to an appropriate
page to start scanning.
The partner previews each symbol on the page,
pointing to and naming each.
The partner points to and says each symbol, one at
a time, pausing after each and watching carefully
for the student to indicate “that’s the one I want.”
If the student selects a symbol, the adult repeats the
word and honors the expression by reacting with a
meaningful comment.
If the student does not make a selection, the
partner moves on to the next symbol.
The partner repeats the cycle (typically 3Xs) and if
no selections are made, the partner can model a
symbol and move on.

The student is in control of the pace of the scan.
The partner recognizes that the student has
something to say and then turns to an appropriate
page to start scanning.
The partner previews each symbol on the page,
pointing to and naming each.
The partner points to and says the first symbol and
then waits for the student to indicate either “move
to the next one” or “that’s the one I want.”
If the student selects a symbol, the adult repeats the
word and honors the expression by reacting with a
meaningful comment.
Partner and student repeat the above sequence to
continue communicating.
Note: This approach is often easier to learn because
students set the pace and get more practice using
the behaviors that control the scan and selection.

Universal Core vocabulary partner-assisted scanning format

The 4 Inline Universal Core Partner-Assisted Communication Book is designed to support partnerassisted scanning. The inline format promotes consistency among communication partners as they
present the symbol choices from left to right. The format supports both auditory and visual scanning
and a high contrast version is available for students with visual impairments.
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Project Core

Communicating Yes or No
Importance
The ability to answer
yes/no questions is helpful
in educational, medical and
numerous other situations.
A few common examples
include the ability to:


Accept or reject items.
Do you want spinach?



Indicate a positive or
negative opinion. Do
you like summer?



Demonstrate
understanding. Is this
an elephant?



Express critical
information. Does your
head hurt?

Ways to express
There are many ways students can respond to yes/no questions.
Conventional ways include nodding or shaking one’s head, or
gesturing with a thumb up or thumb down. Other less
conventional, but often equally eﬀective ways include verbal
approximations or unique vocalizations, facial expressions like
smiles and frowns, gazing up or down, turning a head, lifting a
hand, or kicking a leg. Some students have a reliable way to say
yes and the absence of that yes behavior indicates a no response.
Aided approaches include pointing, scanning or eye gazing to yes
or no symbols on an AAC system.

Beneﬁts of unaided ways to respond
Unaided ways to express yes and no are beneﬁcial because they
are always available and do not require anything external to the
student’s body. Use of unaided approaches for yes and no also
frees up space on aided AAC systems for beginning
communicators for other important words.

Complexity of yes/no questions

Communication partners
typically direct the
interaction by asking
yes/no questions and
students respond in a
variety of ways.

While yes and no responses appear straightforward, they actually
require relatively deep understanding of language. Contrast a
simple yes/no question that asks a student if they want something
with more complex yes/no questions that ask a student to share
an opinion or demonstrate understanding on an academic topic.
Many types of yes/no questions are diﬃcult for beginning
communicators to comprehend, and it is important to focus on
building overall language understanding through demonstrating
and teaching symbol use in addition to yes and no.

For More Information

Universal Core vocabulary

Contact the Project Core
Team at
project-core@unc.edu
or visit
www.project-core.com

Center for Literacy
and Disability Studies

We have intentionally not included yes and no on the Universal
Core vocabulary. Instead, we encourage the identiﬁcation, and
consistent partner support, of unaided ways to communicate yes
and no whenever possible. This decision is aimed at supporting the
ability to respond to yes or no questions without requiring an aided
AAC system, while maintaining a focus on using the Universal Core
vocabulary to teach and demonstrate early symbolic language
use.
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